Law of Moses versus The Grace of God
(God's New Will For Mankind Today)
The Word of God makes abundant use of a very helpful
teaching tool – contrasts: light and darkness, the kingdom of
God and the kingdom of Satan, life and death, lost and saved,
just to name a few. And one very beautiful and educational
contrast found throughout the Bible is Law and Grace.
The distinction between Law and Grace is vitally important
whether to the lost soul seeking to be saved, to the believer in
Christ seeking to live a happy life or to the Bible student
delving into the great truths of the Word.
I am sure that over 90% of all difficulty in local churches
would end if God's people would recognize the difference
between law and grace, and if they could see the difference
between God's program for national Israel and God's program
for the church (the bride of Christ). It was for the purpose of
correcting this error in the church that Paul wrote his Epistle
to the Galatians. And we need it today just as badly as they
needed it back then.
The law is the one constant theme in many churches. There
are even some churches that preach law many, many times
more than they preach grace. They preach do and don't, try
and trust, give and get. They tell people that if they don't live
up to the Commandments they will lose their salvation. As a
result many church members serve the Lord through fear
instead of by love.
The grace of Jesus Christ was and is far superior to the law
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that was given to Moses at Mount Sinai. So why was the law
given? What role did it play for the Israelites, and what role
does it play in our lives? With these questions in mind, let's
take a closer look at the Law of Moses.

Meaning of The Law
Most people when they think of the law immediately think of
the Ten Commandments. It is true that the Ten
Commandments are part of the law, but the law consisted of
many more Commandments and precepts besides the Ten
Commandments. So when you read the word "law" in the
Bible, it doesn't necessarily mean the Ten Commandments.
When you read the expression "the law," it means the entire
law that God gave to Israel through Moses – ceremonial laws,
judicial laws, moral laws, etc.
Some denominations contend that the ceremonial law was
abolished at the cross while the moral law still remains. But
the Word of God teaches nothing of the kind. Don't pay
attention to these denominations who try to pigeonhole the
law because we read in James 2:10 that "For whoever shall
keep the whole law, and yet stumble in one point, he is guilty
of all." There is no such thing as part of the law of Moses
being abolished while a part remains. Either it is all done
away or it is all in force.

Beginning of The Law
When did the law have its beginning? The answer is found in
John 1:17. "For the law was given through Moses, but grace
and truth came through Jesus Christ."
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Could anything be more plainly stated? Could anything be
more understandable? The law – all of the law – was given to
a specific people, Israel, at a specific time. The law was given
to Israel by Moses exactly as he received it from Almighty
God. There was no written law prior to the time of Moses. It
is true that people sinned and their consciences convicted
them (Romans 2:15). But the written law of God did not
come until the time of Moses.

The Law was never given to any other nation or people,
but to the children of Israel
This is a statement from the apostle Paul. He says, "For when
Gentiles, who do not have the law, by nature do the things
contained in the law, these, although not having a law, are a
law to themselves (Romans 2:14)." This is the Holy Spirit's
definite, dynamic declaration that in Paul's day the Gentiles
(non-Israelite people) did not have the law. The law was only
given to the nation of Israel.
Galatians 3:24 tells us that the law "was our tutor to bring us
to Christ." Like a child needs rules and laws provided by the
parents for protection – Israel needed those laws because they
had very little love for God and weren't interested in pursuing
a relationship with Him. God made a promise to Abraham
(Genesis 22:18) that He intended to keep. Specifically, God
promised Abraham's descendants a Savior would come that
would bless the entire world. Israel was the promised vessel
through which Jesus Christ would come. If Israel didn't
follow God, like so many other ancient nations, they would
cease to exist. God gave Israel the law to protect them and
hence His ability to keep His promises to Abraham.
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He didn't give the law to other nations and He doesn't give
the law to us. The law was not God's wish – it was added
because of Israel's transgressions (sins). God has no love for
the law. The law had a purpose; that purpose has been
fulfilled – Christ has come.

The Law was given to the children of Israel, not to keep
but to break
Now I am going to make a statement which no doubt will be
a shock to many of you. Did you know that the law was given
to the children of Israel, not to keep, but to break? Please
read Galatians 3:19 where it says, "What purpose then does
the law serve? It was added because of transgressions till the
Seed should come to whom the promise was made." Please
note – the law was added "because of transgressions." In
other words, the law was added to reveal the true nature of
unregenerate man. There is no place in all the Word of God
where the purpose of the law is more clearly set forth than in
this verse.
God did not give the law to save man. The law has never
saved a man and the law never will save men. Why? Simply
because Jesus Christ is the only person who ever lived upon
the face of this earth who kept God's law. And He kept it for
us and died for us because we couldn't keep it. If people want
to know the truth concerning the law, they could learn the
truth by reading Romans 10:4 and believing it. Here it says,
"For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to
everyone who believes."
When Christ died on the cross, He fulfilled the entire law.
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Jesus said, "Do not think that I came to destroy the Law or
the Prophets, I did not come to destroy but to fulfill (Matthew
4:17)." In verse 18, Jesus said, "For assuredly, I say to you,
till heaven and earth pass away, not one jot or one tittle will
by no means pass from the law till all is fulfilled."
Jesus satisfied the demands of God's holiness and God's
purity. In the closing hours of His earthly ministry He said, "I
have glorified You on the earth. I have finished the work
which You have given Me to do (John 17:4)." Again, just
before He bowed His head and took His last breath, He cried
out from the cross, "It is finished!" (John 19:30)
Jesus did for us what we could never have done for ourselves.
Jesus came to fulfill all the law because sinful man could not
keep it.

Why then was The Law given?
Perhaps you are asking the question, "If the law does not save
us or help to save us, what is the purpose of the law?" This
question is answered in Romans 3:20 where it says, "......
For by the law is the knowledge of sin." The law, therefore,
is a revealer of sin. Sin was in the world before the coming of
the law (Romans 5:13), but when the law came it drove sin
out into the open.
It revealed our sinful nature and showed us how far we are
from God's standard of holiness. This is why Paul described
the Old Covenant as the "ministry of condemnation," and the
"ministry that brought death (2 Corinthians 3)." It was a
covenant that required man to live up to its righteous
standards, and to those who failed it said, "the wages of sin is
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death." Because man could not live up to the requirements of
the Old Covenant, he experienced fear and guilt, and as a
result could never draw near to God nor have a relationship
with God.
The law is like a mirror. When we look in the mirror, we see
the dirt on our face. The mirror cannot cleanse your face. It
takes soap and water to do that. The same thing is true of the
law. The law shows us that we are covered with the
rottenness and filth of sin, but it cannot cleanse from sin. It
takes the blood of Jesus to do that.
Here is a verse that sums up the whole purpose of the law.
Please turn to Romans 3:19 where it says, "Now we know that
whatever the law says, it says to those who are under the law,
that every mouth may be stopped, and all the world may
become guilty before God."
Paul tells us here that the law was given to Israel to stop the
mouth of every person who would teach salvation by the law.
The only nation who has ever had the law was Israel. Please
read Romans 9:4, Nehemiah 9:13-14, and Exodus 20. The
law was given to one nation to prove that no one could be
saved by the law. God tried it out on the Jewish nation for
1,500 years and proved that not a single, solitary person on
the face of the earth is able to keep the law. Yet, there are
religious denominations that are built on the idea that man
can live according to the law and keep the law. In spite of
this, Jesus said to the Jews in John 7:19: "Did not Moses give
you the law, and yet none of you keeps the law? Why do you
seek to kill Me?"
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Please note that the Scripture refers to the law as a mouth
stopper, not a heart opener. The law of God is the best mouth
stopper on earth. When a man reads the law, it will
immediately shut his mouth.

The end of The Law
How long was the law to continue? This question is very
plainly answered in God's Word. In Galatians 3:19 it says,
"What purpose then does the law serve? It was added
because of transgressions, till the Seed should come to whom
the promise was made." The seed to come is Christ Jesus.
Now, we know that the law was given to the nation of Israel.
The Jews asked for it and they got it. Please read the very
first part of Exodus chapter 19 and specifically verse 8 where
all the people of Israel answered together and said, "All that
the Lord has spoken we will do."
For nearly 2,000 years God had been dealing with the human
race on the basis of His grace in a new covenant which came
into effect on the death of Christ. We know Adam lived under
grace. Noah lived under grace and even the founder of the
Jewish nation, Abraham, lived under grace. But like so many
people today, the Jews preferred law to grace so God let them
have it.
Notice that Paul says the law was "added because of
transgressions TILL the seed should come to whom the
promises was made." Now Paul makes it crystal clear that the
law had an end just as it had a beginning. "It was added......
till the seed should come." When the seed came (the Lord
Jesus Christ), the law came to an end. Romans 10:4 makes
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this crystal clear where it says, "For Christ is the end of the
law for righteousness to everyone who believes."
What The Law cannot do, Jesus Christ does
In Romans 8 and verses 3 and 4 we have this enlightening
truth, "For what the law could not do in that it was weak
through the flesh, God did by sending His own Son in the
likeness of sinful flesh, on account of sin: He condemned sin
in the flesh, that the righteous requirement of the law might
be fulfilled in us who do not walk according to the flesh but
according to the Spirit." As we turn over the control of our
lives to the Holy Spirit, He empowers us to love God and to
love our neighbor, and that, after all, is what the law requires.
Now let us notice that God's saving grace goes further than
the law ever did or ever could! Here it is expressively said
that there were some things "the law could not do, in that it
was weak through the flesh." What were some of the things
the law could not do:
1. The Law could not give life. Galatians 3:21 says,
"..... For if there had been a law given which could have
given life, truly righteousness would have been by the law."
The law could not give life because it could not be kept and
that is why Jesus came to give us His life – His spiritual life,
because we were all dead spiritually and separated from the
life of God. Jesus said, "..... I have come that they may have
life, and that they may have it more abundantly (John
10:10)."
2. The Law could not give righteousness. It could not
give righteousness for the same reason it could not give life –
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because it could not be kept. Paul says, "..... For if
righteousness comes through the law, then, Christ died "in
vain." If keeping the law could make us righteous before
God, then the death of Christ is the most criminal blunder
ever committed, the most useless shedding of blood God ever
permitted. No, the law could not give righteousness, but what
the law could not do, Christ did. Christ is the righteousness of
God; and when we are saved, His righteousness is imputed to
us so that God no longer sees us as sinners that we are by
nature – but He sees us through the righteousness of His Son.
(Romans 3:21)
3. The Law could not grant remission of sins. Under
the law the only blood ever shed was that of animals. Just
listen to what Paul says regarding such sacrifices: "For it is
not possible that the blood of bulls and goats could take away
sins (Hebrews 10:4)." In verse 11 we have this further
statement, "And every priest stands ministering daily and
offering repeatedly the same sacrifices, which can never take
away sins."
Scripture tells us that only God can take away sin. This is
why Jesus came in the form of man to pay our sin debt and
take away the sins of the world. In order for sin to be fully
paid for and taken away, there had to be a perfect sacrifice.
This is why Jesus came into the world. He offered Himself as
the sinless, spotless Lamb that would take away the sin of the
world. (John 1: 29)
The Old Covenant provided animal sacrifices that served as
an annual reminder and covering of sin. Christ's sacrifice on
Calvary's cross did not cover our sins like the sacrifices under
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the law did, but Christ's death ushered in the New Covenant.
He died in our place to take God's punishment for our sins.
As a result, God remembers our sins no more – past, present,
or future sins. No other sacrifice is required to gain more
forgiveness. We have everything we need under this New
Covenant. Jesus Christ has done it all.
One thing you would never find in Old Testament temple is a
chair. The reason is that a priest's job was never finished.
Since the sacrifices offered could never take away sin, they
had to continually be offered to keep covering sins. But when
Christ offered Himself once and for all, He said, "It is
finished." He then sat down at the right hand of God, the
Father, and intercedes on our behalf. We have been made
holy and perfect forever through His final sacrifice. There is
nothing left to offer God as a payment for sin.
The Holy Spirit also testifies to us about this. First He says:
"This is the covenant I will make with them after that time
(Christ's death), says the Lord. I will put my laws in their
hearts, and I will write them on their minds." Then He adds:
Their sins and lawless acts I will remember no more." And
where these have been forgiven, there is no longer any
sacrifice for sin (Hebrews 10:15-18)." God is no longer
dealing with us on the basis of sin as He was in the Old
Covenant.
God has set aside the first covenant to establish a new and
better covenant to give to mankind. This new agreement is
based on God's grace and not the law which condemned
mankind. On Christ's death this New Covenant went into
effect based on faith and grace.
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God's New Covenant For Mankind
(Based on Faith and Grace)
Before looking at the New Covenant itself we need to
understand its importance overall. Let's take a look at this
passage from 2 Corinthians 3:6 where it says "He has made
us competent as ministers of a new covenant – not of the
letter (law) but of the Spirit; for the letter kills, but the Spirit
gives life. Think about what this means:
1. There was a covenant which existed before – the Old
Covenant or Law of Moses.
2. That Old Covenant has been replaced by the New
Covenant.
3. As a believer you are to be a minister of this New
Covenant.
4. You have been made competent to do so by the Holy Spirit
that lives within you.
5. A line in the sand has been drawn; a stark contrast – Death
in the Old vs. Life in the New.
Something you didn't have has been granted to you, and it has
been granted on the basis of God's initiative rather than your
abilities; given by grace – not earned by works!

The Promise
God promised the New Covenant through Jeremiah some 600
years before it would become a reality. Upfront, he stated this
New Covenant would be different from the Old. This
prophecy was so important that the writer of Hebrews quoted
it directly and you can take your Bible and read it in Hebrews
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chapter 8, verses 7 through 13. Let's explore it briefly:
1. "For if that first covenant had been faultless, then there
would be no need for a second covenant." (v7)
2. "I will put my laws in their minds and write them on their
hearts." (v.10)
3. "... I will be their God, and they will be my people." (v10)
4. "... They will all know me." (v11)
5. "I will forgive their wickedness and will remember their
sins no more." (v12)
6. "By calling this covenant "new," He has made the first one
obsolete; and what is obsolete and aging will soon disappear.
(v13)

What was Jesus' relationship to the Old Covenant?
We need one more piece of information to confirm this
change from the Old to the New Covenant. What was Jesus'
relationship to the Old Covenant? Let's explore this further:
Did Jesus live within the Old Covenant? Yes! Did Jesus
redeem us from the law? Yes! "But when the time had fully
come, God sent His Son, born of a woman, born under law, to
redeem those under law, that we might receive the full rights
of son (Galatians 4:4-5)."
What did Jesus claim in relation to the law? "Do not think
that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have
not come to abolish them but to fulfill them. I tell you the
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truth, until heaven and earth disappear, not the smallest
letter, not the least stroke of a pen, will by any means
disappear from the Law until everything is accomplished
(Matthew 5:17-18).
Do you think Jesus fulfilled the law? Yes! Did He do what
He claimed? Yes! Speaking to His Heavenly Father, He said,
"I have brought you glory on earth by completing the work
you gave me to do (John 17:4)." In Christ's closing act when
He had received the drink, Jesus said, "It is finished." With
that, He bowed His head and gave up His spirit." (John
19:30)
Jesus' death completed the Old Covenant and ratified the
New Covenant. One act dealt with both covenants. In other
words, Jesus is the pivot point between the two covenants.

The Cross: dividing line of human history
Now, let's turn to God's New Covenant or new agreement
with mankind which came into effect on the death of Christ
Jesus. A covenant of grace which mankind has lived under
for nearly 2,000 years, since the death of Christ Jesus, and
that we live under today.
It is interesting to me that the birth of Christ is a single event
that divides human history into two parts. Only a small
percentage of the world believes that Jesus Christ is God and
that He is the Savior of the world. Yet, the world's calendars
use Christ's birth to divide history into B.C. and A.D. – B.C.
meaning "before Christ" and A.D. meaning "in the year of
our Lord." Even though the world did not recognize Christ
for who He is, it does recognize the fact that all of human
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history centers around Jesus Christ.
God, too, pointed to Jesus Christ as a centerpiece of human
history. However, where we point to His birth, God looks at
the cross of Jesus Christ as the dividing line of human
history. Why? Because Jesus' death changed the basis of
God's dealings with man.
How God dealt with mankind before the cross is different
from how He deals with you and me today. Before the cross,
God dealt with man on the basis of obedience to the law.
Today, God deals with man on the basis of His love and
grace.
The reason for the change is that Christ's death ushered in a
brand-new covenant. This New Covenant had been
prophesied throughout the Old Testament, and the day Christ
died it went into effect.
A covenant is the same as a will. For a will or covenant to go
into effect, the one who made it must die. If you have a will,
it will not go into effect until you die. This is what Hebrews
9:16-17 tells us: "In the case of a will, it is necessary to prove
the death of the one who made it, because a will is in force
only when someone has died; it never takes effect while the
one who made it is living." Therefore, for the New Covenant
that God had promised to go into effect, Christ had to die.

The Grace of God – Covenant of Love
We have spent a lot of time discussing the law and its
ramifications in our lives, both as a lost person and as a saved
person. But what about this grace in which we now stand?
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What is it? And what does it mean to live under the grace of
God?
The grace of God is not something we can define with a
simple phrase or sentence. We have made some feeble
attempts, such as "God's unmerited favor," and others. But
grace is so much bigger! Grace is the very nature of God.
Trying to define grace is like trying to define God – a task too
big for our finite minds.
We can see grace in action, however, through the person of
Jesus Christ. John 1:14 tells us that Christ is full of grace and
truth. When we look at Him and what He has done on our
behalf, we can see what the grace of God is all about. Here
are some examples taken from Scripture:
"For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith –
and that not from yourselves, it is the gift of God – not by
works, so that no one can boast (Ephesians 2:8-9)."
"But because of His great love for us, God, who is rich
in mercy, made us alive with Christ even when we were dead
in transgressions – it is by grace you have been saved
(Ephesians 2:4-5)."
"In Him we have redemption through His blood, the
forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the riches of God's
grace that He lavished on us with all wisdom and
understanding (Ephesians 1:7-8)."
"But when the kindness and love of God our Savior
appeared, He saved us, not because of righteous things we
had done, but because of His mercy. He saved us through the
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washing of rebirth (born again) and renewal by the Holy
Spirit, whom He poured out on us generously through Jesus
Christ our Savior, so that, having been justified by His grace,
we might become heirs having the hope of eternal life (Titus
3:4-7)."
"Therefore, since we have been justified through faith,
we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ,
through whom we have gained access by faith into this grace
in which we now stand. And we rejoice in the hope of the
glory of God (Romans 5:1-2)."
Through these passages of Scripture, we have seen that it is
God's grace that saves us; makes us alive together with Christ
who redeems us, forgives us, justifies us, and gives us the
hope of eternal life. All these passages show God reaching
down through His Son Christ Jesus in love and mercy to do
something for us that we could not do for ourselves. That is
grace! It is a gift from God. We do not deserve it, nor could
we earn it. And this is the grace of God in which we now
stand. Finally, God's grace is what frees us from the power of
sin and enables us to experience the very life of Christ.
The Holy Spirit is our teacher – not the law
Since we are not under law, how does God expect us to live
today? The Word of God is very clear on this point. Here's
what Scripture tells us:
"This I say then, Walk in the Spirit, and you shall not
fulfill the lust of the flesh (Galatians 5:16)."
"For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are
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sons of God (Romans 8:14)."
"You, however, are controlled not by the flesh but by the
Spirit, if the Spirit of God lives in you. And if anyone does not
have the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to Christ
(Romans 8:9)." Now, would you belong to Christ if the Spirit
of God did not live in you? No, of course not!
"But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the
law (Galatians 5:18)." As a believer, who, then, is in control
of your life – the Spirit of God or the law? The Spirit of
God, of course!
A key verse to help explain this is found in Galatians 2:20
which reads, "I have been crucified with Christ and I no
longer live, but Christ lives in me; and the life I live in the
body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and
gave Himself for me." Christ lives in us, and our role is to
trust Him to live His life through us.
We can stand confidently in the grace of God because Christ
is the One who lives in us. It is His responsibility to live His
life through us. We can be certain that the life He lives
through us will be the life God desires for us.
The law is not the rule of life for a believer in Christ.
According to the New Testament or New Covenant,
born-again believers are to be led by the Holy Spirit. We are
not to be led by the law or by any preacher in the pulpit or by
any denominational machine. We now have the Spirit of God
indwelling us to convict us of things that are wrong and to
comfort us when we are walking in the steps of our Lord and
Master.
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In Romans 8:2 we are told that the law of the Spirit of life in
Christ Jesus has made us free from the law of sin and death.
We are now under a higher law, a better law, a greater law –
the law of the Spirit. When we accept Christ as our Lord, we
receive a new teacher – one who not only can teach us what
to do, but one who can give us the strength to do it as well.
So, it's as clear as a bell as to what the Scriptures taught in
regards to the Old Covenant and the New Covenant – law
versus grace. God desires us to live by a higher law – it's
called the law of love. It’s a relationship with God – this is
why He created mankind in the first place.

Relationship, Not Religion
God is not interested in religion – it's your heart He
desires
Would it surprise you if I told you God hates religion?
Someone reading this may be thinking "I thought God
invented religion." Sorry, but God created man and man (with
the help from Satan) invented religion, starting with the
Tower of Babel found in the book of Genesis. Religion is
actually a system made by man that is orchestrated to make
him right with God by jumping through the hoops of various
sets of rules, regulations and obligations. Religion is man
trying to reach God by his own deeds but the gospel is God
reaching down to man and placing the emphasis on a Person
(Jesus) and what He did for us. Salvation comes not by
believing in God but in the gospel.
You know there is a persistent and ugly problem that rears its
head in religious circles, wherever religion goes. It's the
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attempt by the few to gain control over the many. The ugliest
manifestations of this are found in the cults of this world. But
there is also an enormous amount of damage that's done to
people's lives in much more subtle ways that we see in
churches or church organizations that oppress people with
rituals, ceremonies, rules, laws and false doctrines to control
them. All religions have a common denominator that is
WORKS are involved for one to be accepted by God. A
tremendous percentage of organized religion is nothing more
than the effort of man to buy salvation by his own works.
Some religious groups claim that salvation is exclusive with
them and only those in their religion will be saved. The truth
is that God's salvation is available to all who come to Him.
He excludes no one and He doesn't deal exclusively with one
group, organization, or religion. God deals with individuals
and not with religious denominations or organizations.
No religion has eternal life for salvation to give to anyone and
there is not one word in the Bible which even implies we can
get eternal life through a religion or that we must go through
a religion to get to God. During this era of grace, salvation is
contingent on our relationship with God the Father, and Jesus
Christ the Son, and nothing else.
God is not impressed with your works at all. What He cares
about is your heart. God wants to be involved in everything
we do. He wants us to fellowship with Him, which means
communicating with Him throughout our day just like we do
with someone who's our close friend or family member.
Knowing God loves us, loving Him, spending time with Him,
and being grateful for what He's doing in our lives can help
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us have a real relationship with Him.
It is very interesting to know that Jesus struggled the most
with the religious leaders of His day who knew the Old
Testament inside and out, who ritualistically worshiped daily
and yet did not know God personally. They thought they
were really obeying God. Yet, Jesus saw through the external
appearance of righteousness and He saw their heart and how
their heart was not right with God. Jesus said to them, "Isaiah
was right when he prophesied about you hypocrites; as it is
written: 'These people honor me with their lips, but their
hearts are far from me. They worship me in vain: their
teachings are but rules taught by men (Mark 6-7)."
Religion is something that was practiced by the Pharisees and
the Sadducees, those Scripture-loving, conservative, spiritual
leaders of Israel who hated Christ enough to call for His
death. They hated Him not only because He broke their
traditions in order to help people (Matthew 15:1-9) but
because He saw through their religion to their hearts. Jesus
likened the religious Pharisees to a group of dishwashers who
clean the outside of the cup but left the inside dirty –a clean
outward appearance but inside they were still filthy – full of
greed and wickedness. The Pharisees thought they could
match God's standards by keeping all the outward rules. Luke
18:9 says, "They trusted in themselves that they were
righteous." In Luke 11:46 Jesus said, "How terrible it will
be for you experts in religious law! For you crush people
beneath impossible religious demands, and you never lift a
finger to help ease the burden."
Yes, Jesus reserved His strongest criticism of religious
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people. Jesus said, "Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, you
hypocrites and then later uttered those thunderous words,
"Serpents, brood of Vipers! How can you escape the
condemnation of hell? Jesus saw clearly into the practice of
religion which holds the opinion and attention of man to be
more important and desirable than the approval of God.
Jesus knew that religious credentials and ceremony cannot
change the hearts. He told one of the most religious men of
His day that unless a person is "born again" by the Spirit, he
cannot see the kingdom of God (John 3:3). Yet from that day
until now, many of the most religious people in the world
continue to forget that while religion can give attention to
outward appearance, only Christ can change the heart.
Because religion cannot change a heart, it tries to control
people with laws and expectations that are not even kept by
the religionists who interpret and apply the rules. Religion is
good at describing high standards of right behavior and
relationships, but poor at giving real and merciful help to
those who realize they have not lived up to those
expectations. Religions are based on man's own effort to
work for salvation. Religion can never give assurance of
salvation. The best religion can do is give a false hope that
good works will "balance the scales" against evil works on
God's judgment day.
Today many say that it doesn't matter what you believe as
long as you are sincere. They say that all religions have some
good in them and that they all lead to heaven. But Jesus said,
"I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to The
Father except through Me (John 14:6)." Can Scripture be
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any clearer than that? You want to know how to get to
heaven; well here is God telling you how. Do you think you
know more than Him? Do you think your church or religion
has a better way and knows more than God?
Yet, you'll get someone who will ask, "How can I prove to
someone that Christianity is the only true religion?" Look,
quit trying to prove it because Christianity doesn't save
anyone. Christianity didn't die on the cross for you.
Christianity was not raised from the dead for you.
Christianity is not sitting at the right hand of God, the Father
for you. Christianity is a religion. And as far as a religion is
concerned; Christianity isn't any better than any other religion
when it comes to salvation unless what you call Christianity
is a proclamation of the Lord Jesus Christ. If you are in
Christ Jesus and the Spirit of God is living in you, then
you're okay.
No person will ever be saved by joining a church or religion,
including the Christian religion. The only way that a person is
saved is being in Christ Jesus and indwelt by the Holy Spirit.
Jesus didn't come to earth to establish religion – it was
already here when He arrived. Jesus came to form a
relationship with us, to reconcile us to God and you and I
enter into a relationship with one MAN and this is Christ
Jesus. Scripture couldn't be any more clearer on the subject of
salvation when it tells us in Acts 4:12 that, "Salvation is
found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven
given to men by which we must be saved." That's it!
God does not desire you to be religious. He has no interest in
seeing you perform empty rituals, meaningless ceremonies,
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speaking empty words or praying prescribed prayers. God
wants you to have a relationship with Him. He wants you to
know Him not just know about Him. He wants you to
fellowship with Him, commune with Him, walk with Him
and to love Him. He does not want you to simply talk about
Him but to talk to Him....and He to you.
One of the reasons that Jesus came to earth was to do away
with religion. Religion is an unnecessary burden, a blockage,
a firewall that comes between you and God. Religion is a
firewall invented by Satan so he could come between you and
the one true God, diverting your attention from God and His
word and getting you focused on the religion of works and
separated from the life of God.
Yes, Satan will do everything in his power to get you focused
on religion and keeping you from getting to know your Lord
and Savior, Christ Jesus. Satan is the most religious entity
there is on the earth and his desire would be to get you to "go
to church," instead of "being the church, the body of Christ;"
to offer praise to God with your lips while your heart is cold.
Carrying a Bible in your hands will not save you. Satan will
do everything in his power to keep you "Religious" and
"Lost."
I believe "religion" has kept more people from knowing God
than anything else in history. I believe Satan has used religion
to keep people from knowing God and having a relationship
with Him. Actually, born-again believers in Christ aren’t a
Christian religion at all – it's discovering and establishing a
relationship with God. It's trusting in Jesus and what He did
on the cross for you and me, not on what we can do for
23

ourselves or our own good works. “Born-again” believers in
Christ Jesus are not about organized religion at all – it’s one
individual at a time that's being added to Christ's church, His
body of believers. It's not about hierarchical structures, ornate
buildings, flamboyant preachers, or tradition, rules, and
rituals. In fact, let's drop the "Christianity" label altogether.
Simply, it's pursuing and reconciling three basic questions of
life:
1. Does God exist? If so, what am I going to do about it?
2. Is the Bible true? If so, what does that mean for me?
3. Who is Jesus? If he is who he claims to be, how will
this really change my life?
Again, it's not about the so-called "Christian religion" at all.
It's not about the man-made machine we know today as
"Christianity." It's all about Jesus. He's either the Son of God
who offers the only true hope for the world, or He's not.
Jesus Christ is more than a system, tradition, or belief. He is a
Person who knows our needs, feels our pain, and sympathizes
with our weakness. In exchange for our trust, He offers to
forgive our sins, to intercede for us, and to bring us to God,
the Father. He cried for us, died for us, and rose from the
dead to show that He was all He claimed to be. Conquering
death, He showed us that He can save us from our sins, live
His life through us on earth, and then bring us safely home to
heaven. He offers Himself as a gift to anyone who will trust
Him (John 20: 24-31).
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Jesus Himself taught us that the very essence of life...
eternal life... was to know God the Father and God the Son
personally. Open your Bible to John 17. The Holy Spirit has
recorded our precious Savior's high priestly prayer. This is a
prayer Jesus prayed just prior to His crucifixion. He prayed it
on behalf of His disciples and you and me. And in this prayer,
He describes the very essence of eternal life as being an
intimate relationship with God and not merely being
religious. (John 17:1-3; 20-23)
Relationships aren't built on rules. They are built on trust. The
closer the relationship, the more trust you’ve got to have in
one another and the more committed to one another you’ve
got to be. I urge you today to cast aside religion and accept
the life-giving relationship of faith in Christ Jesus.
To this end, I don't want to be known for being religious....
but for being in love with my Lord and Savior.
It's a relationship – not a task!

Some one really cares about you.....Love Oscar

25

New Covenant Believers Not Under Mosaic Law
The Mosaic Law was only given to the Jewish people, the Israelites,
and was not intended for us Gentiles. Gentiles or non-Jewish
believers came onto the scene after the death of Jesus Christ and are
under the New Covenant. Galatians 2:16 tells us clearly that the Jews
who had been saved knew that there was no salvation in the law. The
law condemned to death those who failed to obey it perfectly. This
brought the curse on all of us, because all have broken its sacred
precepts. Here, Paul reminds Peter that "even we Jews" came to the
conclusion that salvation is by faith in Christ and not by law-keeping.
The only way we as born-again believers can live to God is by being
dead to the law. Thus the believer's rule of life is Christ and not the
law. It is not a matter of striving, but of trusting. Galatians 5:18
concludes with the statement that, "Those who are Spirit-led are not
under the law." The Spirit of God is now our teacher – not the law.
The distinction between law and grace is a Bible teaching that, if
misunderstood, can put you in real danger of spiritual bondage. There
are preachers, churches, and entire denominations that will bring you
into bondage if you are not careful. The apostle Paul gives us a very
solemn warning that we should take very seriously: "Stand fast
therefore in the liberty by which Christ has made us free, do not be
entangled again with the yoke of bondage (Galatians 5:1)." What is
the yoke of bondage that Paul has in mind? If we look at the
surrounding verses and chapters in Galatians, we very quickly see that
Paul is writing about the law. The law is the yoke of bondage. For
example, in Galatians 5:4, Paul is telling us that we cannot depend on
both the law and grace to justify us. It is either one or the other. And
the choice of which one it should be is made clear in Galatians 2:16:
"Knowing that man is not justified by the works of the law but by faith
in Jesus Christ..... for by works of the law no flesh shall be justified."
Q. Are you willing to die to the law and come alive in Christ Jesus?
“For I....died to the law that I might live to God (Gal.2:19).”
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